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Unacceptable                      0
Seriously Limited                            

1  Ineffective                         2 Adequate                             3 Strong                                   4

Organization
no clear structure, too brief  to 
judge

very little organization, 
difficult to understand

poorly organized, meaning is 
obscured

organization and logic may be 
slightly flawed, may digress but 
meaning is not obscured

generally well organized, 
meaning is clear

Critical thinking

no evidence of  interpretation, 
no conclusions drawn

misinterprets data, fails to 
draw conclusions, no multiple 
viewpoints acknowledged, 
oversimplified

few conclusions, merely 
restates arguments, 
acknowledges viewpoints but 
fails to consider them

some conclusions, more than 
one viewpoint is considered

formulates conclusions, 
evaluates data, multiple 
viewpoints considered

Audience, tone, style, word choice

no evidence of  understanding 
audience, deeply marred word 
choice that interferes with 
meaning, inappropriate tone, 
style

inappropriate understanding of  
audience, informal word 
choice that is more suited to 
conversation than academic 
writing

simple style, response to 
audience is partially adequate, 
does not use effective 
vocabulary, inappropriately 
informal word choice, 
inconsistent tone

adequate style, responds to 
audience, attempts to utilize 
appropriate vocabulary, though 
limited

utilizes appropriate vocabulary, 
responds appropriately to 
audience

Grammar, mechanics
deeply flawed, errors interfere 
with meaning

numerous errors that often 
interfere with meaning

frequent errors that may 
interfere with meaning

errors may confuse reader at 
times but are easily corrected

occasional errors are minor 
and do not confuse reader

Focus, purpose, thesis

no clear focus or purpose, no 
development of  ideas or use 
of  transitions

focus unclear or irrelevant, 
underdeveloped details, lack of  
transitions

lacks consistent, clear focus, 
vague, transitions used 
inconsistently, supporting 
details unclear

presents a focus, support lacks 
details and relevance, 
transitions weak, may digress

focus generally clear and 
consistent, most transitions 
smooth, details generally 
appropriate

Development, argument, use of  
evidence

no evidence of  development 
of  ideas or supporting details, 
complete lack of  evidence, 
research, no sources used

often uses confusing or 
irrelevant details, rudimentary 
development of  evidence, lack 
of  intellectual honesty, sources 
not used or inappropriate

supporting details are unclear 
and unfocused, poorly 
organized, little use of  
evidence, inconsistent 
intellectual honesty, some 
sources used

supporting details sometimes 
irrelevant, some evidence used 
in support of  arguments, 
attempts to use sources

argues clearly with suggested 
solutions, uses evidence 
appropriately with occasional 
problems, sources used 
effectively
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Exceptional                          5
unified, well organized, easy to 
follow meaning

formulates and examines 
conclusions, synthesizes data, 
multiple viewpoints are 
considered carefully and fairly
flowing style, precise and 
appropriate word choice, 
ideally appropriate for 
intended audience

errors are minor and rare

focused and consistently 
developed, logical transitions, 
relevant and detailed support

ideas are thoughtfully and 
insightfully developed, 
arguments are carefully 
considered, argues succinctly, 
evidence cited appropriately, 
sources used in highly effective 
manner


